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SBA Accepting Research Award Nominations  
The U.S Small Business Administration recently announced 
that it is seeking nominations for awards honoring the critical 
economic role small businesses play in federally funded re-
search and development through SBA’s Small Business Inno-
vation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology 
Transfer (STTR) programs.  According to the release, SBIR 
and STTR programs currently account for more than $25 bil-
lion per year in federal R&D funds. 
One award is named after Roland Tibbetts, who was instru-
mental in developing SBIR, a program to ensure small busi-
nesses get a chance to compete for federal research and devel-
opment funding.  Selections for Tibbetts Awards are based on 
several factors, including the economic impact of the techno-
logical innovation, overall business achievement and demon-
stration of effective collaborations. 
For more information, visit the SBA web site at 
www.sba.gov/news. 
Road Extension - Contractors 
extended Discovery Way, the 
east-west road north of the Na-
tional Center for Reliable Elec-
tr ic  Power Transmission 
(NCREPT) to add buildings to 
house a fiber hut for Arkansas 
Research and Educational Opti-
cal Network (AREON) and a 







Over the last several months a 
few constructions projects began 
in or around the Arkansas Re-
search & Technology Park.  Fol-
lowing is an update on current 
and upcoming projects in the 
Park. 
Cato Springs Road - This in-
cludes the relocation of water 
and sewer systems and improve-
ments to the road itself.  Con-
struction should be completed in 
the spring of 2013. 
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Jammin’ Java South - At long 
last, the much anticipated addition 
of food service will be at the 
Park.  Build-out began in early 
January, with completion ex-
pected in about one month.  Jam-
min’ Java will add the know-how 
to provide quality service for the 
Park.  Breakfast and lunch items 
will be served. 
Construction continues on a pre-fabricated building west of NCREPT. 
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The Sustainability Consortium 
Joby Carlson 





Photo Gallery (top to bottom)  The Sustainability Consortium celebrates its annual Chili Cook Off; Acxiom 
employees model some entries at The Ugly Sweater Party; work continues on a prefab building; and affiliates mingle at 
the ARTP Affiliate Appreciation Winter Party. 
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Last  month,  Dr. Uma 
Venkateswaran, from the  Na-
tional Science Foundation’s 
(NSF) grant program:  Experi-
mental Program to Stimulate 
C o m p e t i t i v e  R e s e a r c h 
(EPSCoR), visited from Wash-
ington, D.C., along with Dr. Gail 
McClure, with the Arkansas Sci-
ence & Technology Authority 
(ASTA) in Little Rock.   
According to the NSF website, 
the purpose of this grant program 
is to enhance Arkansas’s scien-
tific research capability by focus-
ing on three areas in renewable 
energy:  plant biosynthesis, alter-
nate energy, and nanotechnology.  
Two of these areas of research are 
being performed at the Arkansas 
Research & Technology Park.  
The guest toured both facilities.   
Dr. Alan Mantooth from 
NCREPT is a co-principal inves-
tigator of one project:  the Verti-
cally Integrated Center for Trans-
formative Energy Research 
(VICTER).      
  Dr. Vasundara Varadan from 
the Engineering Research Center 
is a co-principal investigator on 
the other project:  the Center for 
Generating Renewable Energy 
with Efficient Nanoplasmonic 
Solar Cells (GREEN Center)  
Investigators Tour Park, Visit Grant Recipients 
LtoR:  UATDF President, Phil Stafford, visits with Gail McClure and Uma Venkateswaran 
Phil Stafford (center) visits with the Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Leadership Fayette-
ville class. 
LGW Technology Cuts  
Utility Bills in Park 
Park affiliate, LGW, Inc. has de-
veloped an energy management sys-
tem that stores electricity from the 
grid during low demand periods to 
meet peak electric power demand 
without having to pay peak-demand 
rates.  This system, developed in the 
ARTP, currently is used in the 
park’s newest building, the Enter-
prise Center, a 65,000-square-foot 
facility housing a mix of office, lab 
and high-tech manufacturing space. 
The system stores energy during the 
evening, and then helps meet the 
Enterprise Center’s energy needs 
during peak times.   
Bob Winkelman, CEO of LGW, 
contacted the National Center for 
Reliable Electric Power Transmis-
sion (NCREPT), also located in the 
Park, for development assistance.  
NCREPT is a state-of-the-art test 
facility that develops advanced 
power electronics systems for solid-
state protection and energy storage 
devices for use in the power grid. 
This collaboration provided engi-
neering experience, facilities and 
test equipment to assist LGW in the 
early stages of development. 
“One reason this park is so effec-
tive is due to all the facilities in it to 
assist start-up tech companies,” 
ARTP President, Phil Stafford, said. 
“These new companies have ac-
cess to office space, lab space, 
equipment and knowledge that nor-
mally would not be available to 
companies without a hefty price tag. 
Moreover, these collaborative part-
nerships serve to accelerate the 
commercialization of technologies 
under development at ARTP.” 
LGW provides residential sys-
tems as well as systems for business 
and industrial clients.  For more 
information about LGW,  please go 
to www.lgwenergynow.com.  
Last December, the Fayetteville 
Chamber of Commerce sent its 
Leadership Fayetteville class to tour 
the Park as part of its Economic De-
velopment Day program.   Park Presi-
dent, Phil Stafford, discussed the 
economic impact of the  Park on the 
Northwest Arkansas economy. 
 In November, David Whitmire, 
UATDF Director of Finance & Ad-
ministration, hosted a tour for Arvest 
Bank for its Internal Management 
Development Program as part of the 
Local Groups Tour Arkansas Research & Technology Park 
economic development segment of 
the participants’ training.  This is the 
fourth year Arvest toured the Park. 
Hutchings named to 
Arkansas Business 
20 in their 20s 
Congratulations to Douglas 
Hutchings, CEO of Silicon Solar 
Solutions, for being named to 
Arkansas Business’s  Top 20 in 
Their 20s for the state this past 
November.   
The article said that Hutchings 
founded his company to work on 
reducing the cost of silicon photo-
voltaics, allowing solar cells to 
reach mass market adoption.  He 
hopes to bring solar manufactur-
ing to Arkansas, noting that the 
state is geographically perfect and 
logistically ideal to support it.  
BlueInGreen story  
on local NPR Station 
Following a press release in Oc-
tober regarding the water treat-
ment system that park affiliate 
BlueInGreen installed at the 
ARTP pond, BlueInGreen’s CEO, 
Clete Brewer, was interviewed 
for a section of KUAF’s Ozarks 
at Large.  Brewer discussed how 
the treatment system can be used 
to add oxygen to retention ponds, 
thus helping the ponds work more 
efficiently.  To hear the entire in-
terview, go to KUAF.com and 
Army vehicles.  The U.S. Air 
Force awarded the company an 
SBIR, Phase 2 grant for $750,000 
for energy harvesting in aircraft 
high-temperature wireless sys-
tems. And NASA awarded a 
$750,000 SBIR, Phase 2 grant for  
Extreme Environment SiC Wire-
less Sensor Suite for Nuclear 
Thermal Propulsion Engines. 
click on Ozarks at Large, select 
November 8, 2011, and click on 
the top story.  BlueInGreen is a 
portfolio company of Virtual In-
cubation, a privately-held ven-
ture development firm located in 
the ARTP. 
Commodities join TSC 
The Sustainability Consor-
tium (TSC) recently announced 
the addition of a new member.  
Triple Bottom Line Commodi-
ties is an elite network of large-
scale growers of corn, wheat, soy-
beans, beef, pork, dairy and eco-
ethanol.  TSC, co-administered by 
the UA and Arizona State Univer-
sity, provides decision makers 
and policymakers with a broader 
understanding of how new and 
innovative organizational strate-
gies and technologies assist in 
meeting environmental, economic 
and social objectives. 
APEI receives SBIR grants 
Arkansas Power Electronics, 
International, Inc. recently an-
nounced several SBIR 2012 grant 
awards.  CEO, Alex Lostetter, 
said the U.S. Army awarded 
APEI an SBIR, Phase I grant for 
$100,000 to develop 28V SiC 
power management systems for 
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